THE   CLIMATE   OF   PERSIA
shut in by high walls, which keep out the air and
make the nights much less bearable,
The climate of Kerman is almost perfect for those
who can stand it. Situated about 6500 feet above
the sea, surrounded on all sides by mountains and
deserts, the result is a delightful bracing air and in-
vigorating climate. In Kerman there is no need of
resting in cellars by day or sleeping on roofs by
night. Indeed the climate would be hard to beat
anywhere. The winters are charming, bright and
cold, with snow-covered mountains always in view.
For a month or two in the summer it becomes
fairly hot, when flies and mosquitoes nearly drive
one wild, but it is generally possible to get away for
a little time, and during the remainder of the year
the climate is all that could be desired. And yet it
seems strange that in spite of all this Europeans
have found it difficult to live there.
Our mission in its infancy had a very chequered
career, owing to the breaking down in health of its
missionaries. The first to open the work there was a
Mr. Carless, a clergyman of the Church of England.
He went there a young man in the vigour of youth,
and at the end of three years, having gained the love
and admiration of Moslem and Parsee alike, he was
laid in a solitary grave away in the desert, in a valley
surrounded by hills. After a short time his work
was taken up by a Mr. and Mrs. Blackett, but the
latter was able to remain only a few short months,
at the end of which time she returned to England,
broken down and shattered in health. Then my
husband was appointed to open Medical Mission
work there. Unfortunately, before the year was out,
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